BOYHOOD   IN  THE   COLONIES         &5
It was necessary that they should pay a
visit to the " Golden City of Ballarat" and
be shown all the processes of quartz-crushing
and extracting the gold from the rough ore,
as well as the alluvial mining, and the history
of the wild early days of gold-seeking no
doubt proved full of interest. The bush-
ranging exploits, which fill the early pages
of the colonial records,, were still in men's
mouths, for the notorious " Kelly gang " had
only been dispersed the year before. We
find in the diary a careful description and a
drawing of the "armour" made out of plough-
shares, by means of which Kelly was for a
time invulnerable. Victoria kept its thirtieth
birthday whilst the Princes were there. It
was only detached from New South Wales in
1851, and we find a statement culled from
a local paper, to the effect that now the
individual rights were secured, the work of
Federal unity must begin. This aspiration
found its fulfilment twenty years after in
the opening of the Australian Federation
Parliament,, at which the Prince, who copied
the above statement, was present. But be-
sides the colonial development there was
another question occupying men's minds,
which has since been settled. It was a
much-debated question in these early days,